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BASE DISCOVER ‘WATCH’ QUESTIONS

Measuring Economic Confidence of Small Business Owners

1* Generally speaking, are the economic conditions for your business getting better or worse in the next 6 months?    


28% Better

43% Worse

24% Same

5% Not Sure

2* Over the past 90 days, has your business encountered any temporary cash flow issues that caused you to hold off on paying some bills? 


33% Yes


62% No


5% Not Sure


3* Over the course of the next few months, will your company be hiring more workers, laying off workers, or making no change in the workforce? 

 
13% Hiring more workers

  9% Laying off workers
76% No change

  2% Not Sure

4* Generally speaking, how would you rate the U.S. economy these days? Excellent, good, fair, or poor?  

  6% Excellent

11% Good

29% Fair

54% Poor

  0% Not Sure

5* Are economic conditions in the country getting better or worse? 

17% Better
71% Worse
10% Staying the same
  2% Not Sure

6* Over the next six months, will your company increase or decrease spending on business development activities such as advertising, inventories, and capital expenditures? 



 29% Increase


 39% Decrease


 26% No change


   6% Not sure

FOR SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS

Gauging the Effect of the Economy on Small Business
1* Suppose the federal government took action making it easier for people to get loans, especially in the housing market. In the next six months, would this be very helpful to your business, somewhat helpful, not very helpful or would it have no impact?


18% Very helpful


20% Somewhat helpful


20% Not very helpful

38% It would have no impact


  3% Not sure
2* Has the government’s economic stimulus efforts have had any impact on the profitability of your business?


14% Yes


72% No


13% Not sure

3* Has the nationwide downturn in the housing market had a negative impact on your business?


42% Yes


47% No


11% Not sure

4* If getting credit becomes more difficult, will it have a negative impact on your business?


43% Yes


43% No


14% Not sure

5* Have you applied for a loan or a line of credit for your business in the past three months?


14% Yes


82% No


  4% Not sure

6* (Asked only of those who answered 1 to question 5) What is the status of your home loan or line of credit?


60% Approved


34% Declined


  5% Still pending


  1% Not sure

7* Do you extend credit to your customers?


27% Yes


70% No

  3% Not sure

8* (Asked only of those who answered 1 to question 7) In the past three months have any of your customers delayed a payment or asked if they could delay a payment?


70% Yes


25% No


  5% Not sure

9* If you were to experience a payment issue in your own business, who would you most likely hold off paying first, a large business or a small business?


46% Large business


16% Small business


38% Not sure
24* When thinking about how you will vote in the 2008 Presidential Election, which of the following issues is most important—the economy, the War in Iraq, immigration, national security, health care, Social Security, or government ethics and corruption?


43% Economy


12% War in Iraq


  9% Immigration


  9% National security


  7% Healthcare


  3% Social Security

10% Government Ethics and Corruption

  2% Some other issue

  4% Not sure
FOR FULL SAMPLE

Gauging Consumer The Real Estate Market
1* Is this a good time or a bad time to buy real estate?


54% Good time


34% Bad time


12% Not sure

2* If you wanted to buy a new home today, could you get the mortgage financing you need?


55% Yes


30% No


15% Not sure

3* Do you currently own a home?


74% Yes


25% No


  2% Not sure

