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BASE DISCOVER ‘WATCH’ QUESTIONS

Measuring Economic Confidence of Small Business Owners

1* Generally speaking, are the economic conditions for your business getting better or worse in the next 6 months?    



28% Better


47% Worse


22% Same


  3% Not Sure

2* Over the past 90 days, has your business encountered any temporary cash flow issues that caused you to hold off on paying some bills? 



39% Yes



58% No



  3% Not Sure


3* Over the course of the next few months, will your company be hiring more workers, laying off workers, or making no change in the workforce? 



 12% Hiring more workers

   9% Laying off workers

 77% No change

   2% Not Sure

4* Generally speaking, how would you rate the U.S. economy these days? Excellent, good, fair, or poor?  

    3% Excellent

  14% Good

  32% Fair

  50% Poor

    1% Not Sure

5* Are economic conditions in the country getting better or worse? 

  13% Better
  71% Worse
  12% Staying the same
    3% Not Sure

6* Over the next six months, will your company increase or decrease spending on business development activities such as advertising, inventories, and capital expenditures? 




 28% Increase



 42% Decrease



 27% No change



   3% Not sure

FOR SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS

Gauging the Vacation Habits of Small Business Owners
1* When was the last time you took a planned vacation that lasted at least a week?



40% Within the last year


14% One year ago 


13% Two years ago



  5% Three years ago



23% Four or more years ago



  6% Don’t recall

2* Generally speaking, how many days a week do you work? 




22% Four or less



30% Five



27% Six



18% Seven



  4% Not sure

3* On a typical day at work, how many hours do you work? 




26% 6 hours or less



43% 7-9 hours



25% 10-12 hours



  5% More than 12 hours



  2% Not sure

4* How often do you do at least some work on official holidays?



23% Always


24% Most of the time



17% About half the time



23% Occasionally



13% Rarely or never


  0% Not Sure

5* Generally speaking, how to you define a day off from work? 




37% Not working at all



36% Not actively working, but being available for important calls and e-mails



19% Working and hour here and there as necessary



  4% Working all day, but from a remote location



  4% Not sure

6* When you take time off from work, do you carry a wireless email device to keep in touch with your business, customers and clients? 



40% Yes



58% No



  2% Not sure

7* When you check business e-mail on days off or vacation days, does your spouse or significant other approve or disapprove? 




53% Approves



18% Disapproves



29% Not sure

8* Think back over the time off you’ve taken during the past year. Including weekends, holidays, and vacation days, how many days were there when you did absolutely no work for your job or business? 



19% No days off and you did at least some work every day all year



31% 1-7 days



15% 8-14 days



14% 15-30 days



12% More than 30 days



  9% Not sure

9* Do you take a scheduled vacation every year or just get away when you have time?



24% Scheduled vacation



62% Take off when possible



13% Do not take a vacation



  1% Not sure

10* When you take a vacation, how do you use a travel agent or make your reservations online?



10% Use a travel agent


58% Make reservations on-line


32% Not sure

11* As a result of the country’s economic downturn, are working more hours, fewer hours or about the same number of hours compared to a year ago?



26% More



18% Fewer



55% About the same



  1% Not sure
12* Have high gas prices caused you to change any vacation plans this year?


52% Yes



40% No



  8% Not sure
FOR FULL SAMPLE

Gauging Consumer Vacation Habits
1* When was the last time you took a planned vacation that lasted at least a week?



38% Within the last year


13% One year ago 


12% Two years ago



  7% Three years ago



23% Four or more years ago



  7% Don’t recall

2* Generally speaking, how many days a week do you work? 




28% Four or less



43% Five



13% Six



  6% Seven



11% Not sure

3* On a typical day at work, how many hours do you work? 




25% 6 hours or less



46% 7-9 hours



15% 10-12 hours



  4% More than 12 hours



11% Not sure

4* How often do you do at least some work on official holidays?



14% Always


15% Most of the time



12% About half the time



20% Occasionally



37% Rarely or never


  2% Not Sure

5* Generally speaking, how to you define a day off from work? 




59% Not working at all



18% Not actively working, but being available for important calls and e-mails



11% Working and hour here and there as necessary



  3% Working all day, but from a remote location



  9% Not sure

6* When you take time off from work, do you carry a wireless email device to keep in touch with your business, customers and clients? 



22% Yes



73% No



  5% Not sure

7* When you check business e-mail on days off or vacation days, does your spouse or significant other approve or disapprove? 




35% Approves



22% Disapproves



43% Not sure

8* Think back over the time off you’ve taken during the past year. Including weekends, holidays, and vacation days, how many days were there when you did absolutely no work for your job or business? 



16% No days off and you did at least some work every day all year



21% 1-7 days



15% 8-14 days



11% 15-30 days



14% More than 30 days



24% Not sure

9* Do you take a scheduled vacation every year or just get away when you have time?



33% Scheduled vacation



48% Take off when possible



14% Do not take a vacation



  5% Not sure

10* When you take a vacation, how do you use a travel agent or make your reservations online?



12% Use a travel agent


55% Make reservations on-line


33% Not sure

11* As a result of the country’s economic downturn, are working more hours, fewer hours or about the same number of hours compared to a year ago?



18% More



20% Fewer



52% About the same



10% Not sure
12* Have high gas prices caused you to change any vacation plans this year?


57% Yes



35% No



  8% Not sure
